CETIS Review March 2008: 

Educational Technology Standards Bodies
This report is a summary of a report made to CETIS Board in March 2008. The reader is assumed to be broadly familiar with the work of the various specifications/standards bodies mentioned; this is not a primer.
1. IMS Global Learning Consortium

JISC CETIS continues to participate in IMS. Although we are not currently making active contributions to specification documents, we continue to provide among the most complete and detailed reviews of candidate work of any member and have participated in all meetings in the last year. Our current areas of focus are: Enterprise Web Services v2, Question and Test Interoperability v2.1, Learning Tools Interoperability v2, Learning Object Discovery and Exchange v1, ePortfolio revision and Common Cartridge v1.

IMS continues to be a unique forum in the educational technology standards space on the strength of the diversity of its membership, although it remains a US-biased organisation. Organisations are joining to participate in project work that is less technology oriented and more best-practice oriented. This does engage more “end users” but as yet activity appears to be polarised between technical work and best-practice work.
2. Centre for European Normalisation

Until last year there was only a “Learning Technology Workshop”, an open-participation forum where “CEN Workshop Agreements” are the product. These products have no formal standards status. Last year a Technical Committee (TC353) was approved. This body can issue formal European Norms which automatically proscribe national standards bodies from developing competing standards. The workshop continues and is envisaged as a consensus-building support for the Technical Committee and effectively shares a work programme.

The inclusion of “Metadata for Learning Offers” in the work programme was identified as an area of interest, given the achievements of XCRI and the JISC investment in pilots and national stakeholder engagement. This motivated us to be active participants in that aspect of CEN work. Since participation in TC353 is by National Bodies, we have worked via the British Standards Institute to represent XCRI principles and interests. There is a high degree of consensus. 
3. British Standards Institute – Committee IST/43

JISC CETIS has historically participated in BSI IST/43 in accordance with the work programme. At present there is little active work but the creation of the CEN TC (see above) causes us to participate at committee level. There are some proposals for new work but little evidence of wide interest. There is also no clarity on relative roles for BSI and the Education Schools and Childrens Services Information Standards Board (see below).

4. Education Schools and Children’s Services Information Standards Board

JISC CETIS staff have provided probably the most comprehensive and consistent support to the ISB of anyone outside DCSF, DIUS or BECTa. This body has formally been a “working group” until recently and is currently revising its membership. Adam Cooper has been a member of the Board and has a verbal indication that this will continue following a reconstitution of the board, with Robin Sibson (HESA) being the other HE sector member. With Peter Rees-Jones and Paul Hollins, he has also participated in workshops, the technical support scooping study steering group and special interest groups.

Excerpt from ISB Business Plan 2007/8:

“The ISB will be the authority for system-wide information and data standards for the Education, Skills and Children’s Services system in England.   

The aims of the ISB are to:

•
Develop information standards to help front line delivery

•
Promote the personalisation of learning and children’s services 

•
Improve the use of information to aid learner progression and transition

•
Facilitate sharing of information between agencies, system-wide

•
Ensure greater efficiency and better outcomes for children and learners

•
Ensure the bureaucratic impact on the front line is minimised.”
5. HR-XML

HR-XML was identified as being of potential interest in the review of standards bodies prepared for JISC in 2006 and its possible relevance emerged frequently in discussions in CETIS during 2007. There seem to be a number of promising avenues to explore. For example: how may HEIs take advantage of the new opportunities being opened out by the Leitch reforms and respond to the challenge of helping employees reach graduate level? The HR-XML specification offers a means of passing information between HE and HR and the HR-XML consortium and specification is a focus for work with HR ICT colleagues on shared issues.

CETIS joined the HR-XML consortium in February 2008. Our approach to engagement is to be initially tightly focussed on specific quick-win candidates and to develop a plan for possible engagement that can be used to prioritise resource allocation. Initial indications are that the HR-XML 3 work may be an interesting case study in technology strategy discussions: whereas their roots are very eBusiness (UN/CEFACT approaches) they are quite aware of some modern trends such as “Syndication Oriented Architecture” and microformats.
6. International Standards Organisation – IEC JTC1 SC36

Participation in SC36 is via National Bodies (i.e. BSI). JISC CETIS staff have occasionally attended meetings of ISO as observers but have generally considered most of the SC36 work to be unlikely to affect UK H/FE in either a positive or negative manner. Recently a number of proposals for fast-tracking widely-used specifications from ADL and IMS have occurred. This, coupled with a possibly heightened interest from ISB in “ISO” standards, suggests we should continue to be aware of activity in SC36 with a view to stepping-up our engagement if a need is identified.

7. Schools Interoperability Framework

JISC CETIS has historically had little direct involvement with SIFA or the UK SIF work. We did attend the December 2007 UK SIF quarterly meeting and may attend in future.

8. IEEE LTSC
JISC-CETIS engagement with IEEE-LTSC is currently limited to active participation in the CMI (Computer Mediated Instruction) working group and the LOM (Learning Object Metadata) group.

The CMI group is where the Resource Aggregation Model for Learning, Education and Training (RAMLET) work takes place. It is working on a means to build interoperability between content aggregation formats from a variety of communities using semantic web technology.

The current LOM work is a regular check and update of an IEEE standard five years after its initial release. CETIS are contributing a (long) list of relatively small bugs and their resolution in the standard. These have been gathered from the metadata and digital repository community over the past few years.

Participation of CETIS staff as the LTSC information officer has ceased, but some help is given in a caretaker fashion. Other standardisation activity in the LTSC pertains to competency standards. This effort has been becalmed for a while following the death of its main sponsor. We will be alert to signs that this work is being revived.
9. Learning Education and Training Systems Interoperability
LETSI emerged just over a year ago. JISC CETIS members participated in a conference in March 2007 with a position of being neither in favour nor against, although we were concerned that there may not be enough capacity in the educational technology standards community to sustain more competing bodies. We have progressively neglected LETSI since that time but remain sensitive to grapevine information.

The LETSI initiative has recently found an organisational home in IEEE-ISTO (Industry Standards and Technology Organization)- a part of IEEE that provides a ready-made legal and organisational infrastructure for specification consortia.
10. Suppliers Association for Learning Technology Interoperability in Schools
SALTIS is a relatively recently initiated group, operating through BESA and supported by BECTa. It was instigated by Crispin Weston (Alpha Learning) with a particular focus on an application profile of content packaging but with interest in promoting IMS Enterprise while UK SIF is still incubating and some less specific work around ePortfolio.

CETIS became involved with a view to offering its counsel on matters technical and to bring some cross-sector perspective. We do not intend to drive process or direction.
11. Dublin Core Metadata Initiative

The Dublin Core Education Community has recently reactivated. This reflects a resurgence of interest in education-specific metadata. The CETIS Metadata and Digital Repositories Domain Coordinator is participating.

12. Website Addresses for the Above-mentioned Bodies

1. IMS Global Learning Consortium: http://www.imsglobal.org
2. Centre for European Normalisation

·  LTWS: http://www.cen.eu/cenorm/businessdomains/businessdomains/isss/activity/wslt.asp 
· TC353: http://www.cen.eu/CENORM/BusinessDomains/sectors/isss/cen+tc+353.asp 
3. British Standards Institute IST/43: http://www.bsi-global.com/en/Standards-and-Publications/Industry-Sectors/ICT/ITEducation/ 
4. ESCS Information Standards Board: http://www.escs-isb.org.uk/ 
5. HR-XML Consortium: http://www.hr-xml.org/ 
6. ISO/IEC JTC1 SC36: http://isotc.iso.org/livelink/livelink?func=ll&objId=806742 
7. Schools Interoperability Framework Association UK (now “Systems” not “Schools”): http://www.sifinfo.org/uk 

8. IEEE LTSC: http://ltsc.ieee.org/ 
9. Learning Education and Training Systems Interoperability: https://letsi.org/ 
10. Suppliers Association for Learning Technology Interoperability in Schools: http://www.saltis.org/ 
11. Dublin Core Metadata Initiative Education Application Profile Task Group: http://dublincore.org/educationwiki/DC_2dEducation_20Application_20Profile 
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